
Pest Control Checklist 

 

Understanding Pest Damage 

1. Be aware that pests can cause direct damage to a tree's leaves, fruit, branches, and 

roots. 

2. Understand that pests can transmit diseases that further harm the tree. 

3. Recognize the long-term impacts of untreated pest infestations, such as reduced tree 

productivity and potential death of the tree. 

Regular Monitoring and Early Intervention 4. Regularly monitor trees for signs of pest 

infestation. 

5. As soon as pests are detected, take steps to manage them through cultural practices, 

biological control, and organic spray treatment if necessary. 

Identifying and Treating Common Pests 6. Familiarize yourself with common pest issues for 

fruit and nut trees and their treatments. These include: 

• Aphids: Treat with insecticidal soap, horticultural oil, or natural predators such as 

ladybugs. 

• Codling moths: Manage with pheromone traps, crop covers, and beneficial nematodes. 

• Japanese beetles: Control with insecticidal soap, neem oil, or natural predators such as 

birds and parasitic wasps. 

• Scale insects: Deal with using insecticidal soap, horticultural oil, or natural predators 

such as ladybugs and parasitic wasps. 

• Tent caterpillars: Handle by handpicking and destroying the nests, or by using a 

biological control such as Bacillus thuringiensis. 

Post-Treatment Monitoring and Caution 7. Properly identify the pest before initiating a 

treatment. 

8. Follow the instructions on any pest control product carefully. 

9. Continue to monitor the tree after treatment to assess the effectiveness of the solution 

and check for any recurring or new pests. 

 


