
Preventing Disease Checklist 

 

Monitoring and Diagnosis 

1. Regularly monitor your trees for signs of disease. 

2. If you notice a problem, conduct research or consult a professional to accurately 

diagnose the disease. 

Understanding Common Diseases 3. Familiarize yourself with common diseases that affect fruit 

and nut trees, such as Fire blight, Brown rot, Scab, Powdery mildew, Cedar apple rust, and 

Phytophthora crown rot. 

4. Consider environmental conditions and cultural practices that may impact the health of 

your trees and contribute to disease issues. 

Implementing Organic Solutions 5. Based on the diagnosed disease, consider the following 

organic solutions: 

• For Apple scab: Apply compost tea, neem oil, or sulfur-based fungicides. 

• For Fire blight: Prune out infected branches, avoid overhead watering, and use a mixture 

of baking soda, hydrogen peroxide, and water as a spray. 

• For Powdery mildew: Apply compost tea, neem oil, or a mixture of baking soda and 

water as a spray. 

• For Cedar apple rust: Remove infected leaves and use a fungicide based on sulfur or 

neem oil. 

• For Black knot: Prune out infected branches and use a fungicide based on copper or 

neem oil. 

Post-Treatment Monitoring 6. Follow the instructions on any fungicide product carefully. 

7. Regularly monitor the tree after treatment to assess the effectiveness of the solution. 

Patience and Decision-Making 8. Be patient, as treating trees organically may take a little longer 

to see positive results. 

9. Be prepared to make tough decisions if organic treatments are not effective, such as 

resorting to non-organic treatments or potentially losing the tree. 

10. Always keep in mind the long-term productivity of your tree and the years it may take to 

replace it if lost. 

 


