
Trees For Firewood Checklist 

 

Growing Trees for Firewood 

1. Understand the potential of trees as a renewable firewood resource. 

2. Choose suitable tree species for firewood, such as oak, hickory, and maple, avoiding 

species with high resin content like pine. 

3. Select fast-growing species if you plan to grow trees specifically for firewood. 

4. Engage in responsible forestry practices, promoting healthy ecosystems, avoiding clear-

cutting, and maintaining soil quality. 

5. Consider using wood from storm-damaged or dead trees as a sustainable source of 

firewood. 

6. Ensure the wood is properly seasoned for at least six months before use. 

 

Understanding BTU’s in Firewood 

7. Understand that BTU (British Thermal Units) is a measure of the energy that can be 

produced when the wood is burned. 

8. Use BTU values to compare the heating efficiency of different types of firewood. 

 

Choosing the Best Trees for Firewood 

9. Learn the estimated BTUs per cord for common firewood tree species. 

• Oak: 25-29 million BTUs per cord 

• Maple: 24-28 million BTUs per cord 

• Birch: 22-26 million BTUs per cord 

• Hickory: 26-30 million BTUs per cord 

• Ash: 24-28 million BTUs per cord 

• Cherry: 22-26 million BTUs per cord 

• Walnut: 22-26 million BTUs per cord 

10. Note that these are rough estimates, and the actual BTU content can vary greatly. 



 

Best Methods for Harvesting Firewood 

11. Understand the potential methods for harvesting firewood, including hand tools for 

small scale harvesting, mechanical processing for large scale operations, and sustainable 

practices focusing on dead, diseased, or declining trees. 

12. Always follow proper safety protocols and adhere to local laws and regulations when 

harvesting firewood. 

 


